
REV. CHIM. (Bucharest) ♦ 66 ♦ No. 10 ♦ 2015 http://www.revistadechimie.ro 1563

A New Spectrometric Method for Quantitative Determination
through Molecular Absorption of Lisinopril

MADALINA VIERIU1, GLADIOLA TANTARU1, MIHAI APOSTU1, ALINA DIANA PANAINTE1, LUMINITA AGOROAEI2*, LIVIA UNCU3,
NELA BIBIRE1

1 ”Grigore T. Popa” University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmacy, 16 University Str., 700115, Iasi, Romania
2 “Grigore T. Popa” University of Medicine and Pharmacy Iasi, Faculty of Pharmacy, Department of Toxicology,16 Universitatii Str.,
700115, Iasi, Romania
3 ”Nicolae Testemitanu” State University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmacy, Department of Pharmaceutical and
Toxicological Chemistry, Drugs Control, 165 Stefan cel Mare si Sfînt Blv., Chisinãu, Moldova

A simple and accurate spectrometric method was developed for the quantitative determination of lisinopril.
The method was based on the precipitation reaction with phosphotungstic acid in acidic medium. Optimum
working conditions were established and the new method was validated. The maximum absorbance of the
precipitate was measured at 335nm. The method presented a good linearity in the concentration range 9-
33μg/mL and regression coefficient 0.9995. The RSD for the precision of the method was 0.42, the RSD for
the intermediate precision was 1.11, and the recovery values were ranged between 99.15-100.97%. The
proposed method for the determination of lisinopril was simple, rapid and cost effective compared with
other techniques.
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Lisinopril is an angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitor
drug used in the treatment of hypertension, congestive
heart failure, heart attacks and also in preventing renal and
retinal complications of diabetes [1]. It is a derivative that
belongs to nitrogen heterocycle compounds with the
following chemical name [(S)-1-[N2-(1-carboxy-3-
phenylpropyl)-L-lysyl]-L-proline dihydrate] [1-4].

This new spectrofotometric method for the quantitative
determination of lisinopril through molecular absorption
uses phosphotungstic acid in acidic medium [5-7]. The
developed method was validated using the following
criteria: linearity, detection and quantification limits,
precision, accuracy and robustness [8-10].

Experimental part
The reagents and apparatus used were: lisinopril as

100.03% pure reference substance (Lupin, India),
phosphotungstic acid (Merck), hydrochloric acid (Merck),
sodium lauryl sulphate (Merck), Kern 770 analytical
balance, Hewlett Packard 8453UV-Vis Spectrophotometer.

Lisinopril forms with phosphotungstic acid in acidic
medium an insoluble compound which can be
spectrometrically measured at 335nm.

In order to establish the optimum wavelength for the
detection, a 24 μg/mL Lisinopril sample was analyzed.
2mL of the 60μg/mL lisinopril solution was mixed with
1mL of 2% phosphotungstic acid solution and 1mL of 0.5M
hydrochloric acid solution and 1mL of 0.01% sodium lauryl
sulphate solution. The UV-Vis absorption spectrum was
recorded using 1cm quartz cell, after 15 min.

In order to establish the optimum acidity of the medium,
it was first established that hydrochloric acid was the best
option and then seven different concentration levels (0.2M,
0.3M, 0.4M, 0.5M, 0.6M, 0.7M, 0.8M) of reagent were used,
while the parameters of the method were maintained
unchanged.
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In order to establish the optimum concentration of
phosphotungstic acid, five solutions of reagent (0.50, 1.00,
1.50, 2.00, 2.50 and 3.00%) were used, while the
parameters of the method were maintained unchanged.

In order to establish the optimum concentration of the
sodium lauryl sulphate, six solutions of reagent (0.0050,
0.0075, 0.0100, 0.0200, 0.0300 and 0.0400%) were used,
while the parameters of the method were maintained
unchanged.

In order to assess the optimum time for measuring the
absorbance values at 335nm, 2 samples containing 9μg/
mL and 33μg/mL of lisinopril were used. Their absorbance
was measured every 5 min for 60 min at 335nm, against a
blank prepared in the same conditions in a 1cm cell.

Results and discussions
From the analysis of the absorption spectra (fig. 1), was

observed a maximum of absorbance for the reaction
product at 335nm. That wave length was used for all the
determinations.

The reaction in between lisinopril and phosphotungstic
acid occurs in acidic medium. The best concentration of
hydrochloric acid solution was established at 0.5M, because
when using that solution the maximum absorbance
measured at 335nm had the greatest value (table 1). The
optimum concentration of phosphotungstic acid solution
was established based on the experimental data from table
2.

To stabilize the suspension it was necessary to add a
surfactant. We have undertaken a study for choosing the
best surfactant of the following: glycerin, sodium lauryl
sulfate, methyl cellulose, carboxymethyl cellulose. The best
results were obtained when sodium lauryl sulfate was
used. The optimum concentration of sodium lauryl sulfate
was established based on the experimental data from table
3.
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After studying the stability of the samples it was
established that the chemical reaction between lisinopril
and phosphotungstic acid was final after 15 min (table 4).
Also, it was proved that the absorbance remains almost
the same for at least another 15 min, time sufficient enough
for the analysis to be performed.

Optimum procedure: 2mL of lisinopril working solutions
were mixed with 1mL of 0.5M hydrochloric acid solution,
1mL of 0.2% phosphotungstic acid solution and 1mL 0.01%
sodium lauryl sulphate solution. The final lisinopril
concentration of the samples were in the 9-33μg/mL range.
The absorbance was measured after 15 min at 335nm
versus a blank solution prepared in similar conditions.

Linearity was studied in the 3-36μg/mL concentration
range (fig. 2). The obtained data were statistically evaluated
(table 5) and the calibration curve was obtained (fig. 3).

According to the experimental data, the developed
method for lisinopril determination was linear in 9-33μg/
mL concentration range. When we compared this
concentration range with that of other published methods
[11-14] we found that it was very similar, but this new
method has the following advantage: it does not involve
rare or complex reagents. It is simple and easy to perform.

Table 1
OPTIMUM CONCENTRATION OF HYDROCHLORIC ACID

Fig. 1. The spectrum of the
reaction product obtained for

10μg/mL lisinopril

Table 2
OPTIMUM CONCENTRATION OF PHOSPHOTUNGSTIC ACID

Table 3
OPTIMUM CONCENTRATION OF SODIUM LAURYL SULFATE

Table 4
STABILITY STUDY

Fig. 2. Study of method linearity
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Table 6
STUDY OF THE PRECISION
AND ACCURACY OF THE

METHOD

Detection and quantification limits were calculated
using the following formulas [2, 3]:

LD = 3 x Standard error/Slope = 2.24 μg/mL
LQ = 10 x Standard error/Slope = 7.47μg/mL
Precision: three samples of 18, 21 and 24μg/mL lisinopril

were used. Three assays were performed for each
concentration. Two sets of assays were performed in
different days in order to evaluate the intermediary
precision.

The concentrations of the samples were calculated
using the calibration curve equation  (table 4). We observed
that for each set of data and for both sets together the
relative standard deviation was lower than 2% (at most
RSD = 0.67%) [4]. That proved that the proposed method
was precise.

Accuracy: in order to establish the accuracy of the
method, lisinopril samples of 18, 21 and 24μg/mL were
analyzed. For each concentration, three determinations
were performed [5].

The concentration of the samples was calculated from
the experimental values of the absorbance, using the
regression curve equation (table 6). Was observed that
the recovery was 99.54% for the studied concentration

Fig. 3. Calibration curve

Table 5
STUDY OF METHOD

LINEARITY

range, the mean (minimum was 98.27% and maximum
was 100.96%) and the relative standard deviation was
under 2% (RSD = 0.81%). These values prove that the
proposed method was accurate.

Robustness: The evaluation of robustness was
performed for system suitability to ensure the validity of
analytical procedure. This was done by varying the
instrument, analyst, and time of study. The analysis was
performed on a Shimadzu UV-Visible spectrophotometer,
model-1700. Interday and intraday analysis was performed
by changing the analyst. Reproducibility of the results
confirmed the robustness of the method.

Conclusions
A spectrophotometric method was developed for the

assay of lisinopril using phosphotungstic acid in acidic
medium. The reaction product showed a maximum
molecular absorbance peak at 335nm.

The analytical method was validated by establishing the
linearity domain in the range of 9.0–33.0 μg/mL, with a
correlation coefficient of r = 0.9997, the detection limit is
2.24μg/mL, the quantification limit is 7.47μg/mL lower than
the lowest concentration from the linearity domain.
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In conclusion, the proposed method is simple, easy to
perform, sensitive, linear, precise, accurate and robust.
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